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Farm life offers insight into life
during the ‘other’ pandemic in 1918

Tha Plarce Rector bam IIII:IIII:
hawn-log Ivestock barn

Spacis #2 The Hewr-Fecced L Send sl

Tha basmtiFul an d alwsys mystardous
bams of ona bundred years ago ghveus
hints gbout Uk onthe fomsteads of tha

- Taraly sharsd

mmong loesl farm fmilles 1s of *tha ot
unizh Flu

e tri2om bk during thawar (WWT). In
u singla Wik In Octobar 1012, Gm asth
ke 71,000 Americans disd.

In Meorth Camilina 13 &4 paopla died
bafiorn tha spddamic firally want wway
During ity paak L Ortobar and Kovem-
her,thara waps cnly two kinds of

fha state—thosd who wara s
mmennnmmmmu]-ngm
save them™

A dramatic and tragic seenaris from
oar boma stata. Yok what was happan-
Ing bz wih frm famdtas In Madlson
County? 1 was a surpriss beloarn thet,
uftar & quick sempling of ¥J cematarks
werass Madison County, ooking at phe-
tos of mome than 600 gEvestonas, -
saarchars And thers ware only thros
deaths during the pariod of tha 148 Au

thosa
Ermummmmb, B

mnmmsmmm
of Rector Comar and the Flars Rect or
fEmlly = partloulsr grvesions was
found snd steod cut fom tha rest, de-
mduﬂ:oﬂ'!ﬁqﬂdﬂm
£ who dled on Cacamber 17

105, Glenni Mas wes the deoghbar of
Pleres Roctor s not kenown thet she
died ofinfhaanm, but sha was of thaags

pardiamic. FHOTES Dot RTESY TYLOE GAEHHILL

for which ths flu wes most
denly: 20 40 Far-olds. Har deathalss
ceourrad within tha second peak parkod
of tha fu recuTenss.

Tha Ractor fam Ay Ibved on this land
for almost 200 years, from JEM-2007
Cannls Mea's father, John Flermca Rac-
tor, known as Floes, mised his femly
thara on the amst slope of Rector Corner

and bult & simple vernesulaT Vie-
m housa and & classic hown-log
Ihastonk barn. Plercs was ona of the pa-
triandhs oftha large Factor am iy of tha
south Marshell township.

Thebarn 1 al egmnt In ths farm, 2 two-
story Jog structura thet axamplifes cars
and the ooaftsmanship of the tum-of-
tha cantury. Hewinga rmvedat & pleca of
ralathva afMuanca by 1916, this famdy
ws trugically changed, pachsps by tha
flu 1 wondsr sboxt thair
sense of koas, and thelr mesfbanca, a
weak before Chistmes, 1948,

Barmbil resourehas the
ofonal bams ama farm Ofe for the Appe-
lachiom Bam Allamee.

Rusazrching tha historlc bams of Rector Cornar and tha Darca Mactor 'I'n'rnlg|I kad ta afind hirting at Ilfn-dunng.th 1018 flu

T Plarca Rmctor Family
attars hirts ot tha potamtal Impect of
tha 108 flu outbraak on ool |

It Is moost ke thart: shia diad
anes, Gannk M Ractsr was

i
of tha aga for which tha Spanksh flu

was mast daadhy: 2040 -oids. Har
daath also cocurmd umﬁn sacond
paak parkod of the flu recurrno.



